
A Profitable Challenge 

Every year we encourage growers to 
participate in an annual Canola Challenge. 
Hosted by OCGA and sponsored by Bunge, 
Bayer CropScience, Monsanto, BASF, C&M 
Seeds, and Syngentaðthe challenge is open 
to spring and winter canola producers who 
are recognized (and rewarded, in some 
cases) for harvesting a winning canola yield. 
This year's winners will be given a $1000 
cash prize and a handsome Canola 
Challenge Winner jacket, not to mention the 
bragging rights that come with such an 
achievement. 

This yearôs winners really raised the bar on 
the yields that can be accomplished on 
Ontario soil with some outstanding canola 
yields. 

Each participant works with a supporting 
agronomist who verifies the crop 
management metrics and confirms the yield 
submissions. Together, each winner and the 
agronomist deliver a presentation at the 
OCGA Annual Meeting on the crop 
management strategies and practices that 
helped them to achieve the winning yield. 

Worth their weight in gold, these 
presentations provide an opportunity for 
producers to share their winning crop 
management strategies with fellow farmers. 
These are fellow producers sharing what 
worked for them including variety selection, 
fertilization strategy, planting dates, 
treatments, harvest techniques ï all the 
details that came together to create an 
outstanding yield. 

The 2008 Canola Challenge winners, Mike 
and Shawn Schill, are members of a multi-
generational farming family that is well 
respected for their cropping techniques and 
consistent top of the mark yields. Mike is a 
current director with OCGA; Shawn is a 
retired director and their father, Larry, was a 
Past President. 

Certainly Shawn and Mikeôs 3851 lbs /acre 
goes far beyond the $1000 prize  when you 
stop to consider the profit it put in their 
pockets this year, not to mention the pride of 
accomplishing a winning provincial yield.  

  

2008 Spring Canola Challenge Winners  

1
st
 place  3851 lbs/acre Shawn and Mike Schill  

2
nd

 place  3848 lbs/acre Mike Schill  

3
rd

 place  3835 lbs/acre Brian Wiley  

4
th
 place  3582 lbs/acre Harry Biermans  

5
th
 place  3470 lbs/acre Don Curry 

2008 Winter Canola Challenge Winner  

1
st
 place  3800 lbs/acre Robert Andruchow  


