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Well here we are again ï and by the 

record temperatures we have been 

having spring appears to have sprung. 

By the time you read this newsletter a 

lot of producers will have begun their 

spring seeding, some may be already 

finished with their early seeded crops 

such as spring grains and canola.  

What a tremendous advantage it is to 

have the opportunity to get seed in 

the ground early. 

Canola is a crop that certainly has its 

advantages when planted early, if 

conditions are right, but remember 

later planted canola can yield as high 

or higher in some cases.  I am not 

saying do not plant early, what I am 

trying to say is to plant more canola 

because we have the time to do so. 

Looking at the returns for canola the 

numbers still work, the margins may 

not be as good as years previous, but 

that holds true for all commodities. 

With the management tools that 

OCGA has developed ï information 

and education on how to grow the 

crop, high yielding varieties from the 

Ontario recommended list, and input 

prices coming down from where they 

where a year ago, there is no reason 

why producers should not have 

canola in their rotation for the 2010 

planting season. By planting canola in 

April and May it is almost a given 

that you will be able to have your 

winter wheat planted in September, 

providing a huge advantage over the 

later planted wheat. 

As OCGA moves forward, we are 

always focusing on research ï trying 

to find new ways to increase yield 

and get more canola yield off the 

same acre. We are committed to the 

Best Management Practices on farm 

trials for another season, because we 

feel the results hold significant 

benefits for Ontario canola producers. 

We are also planning nitrogen trials 

to provide producers with updated 

guidelines for the yield potential of 

todayôs new hybrids with varying 

rates of nitrogen and sulphur. OCGA 

is also continuing work with the 

Canadian Grains Commission on a 

brown seed study and its relation to 

increased free fatty acid levels, as 

well as trying to develop a canola 

quality assurance program with 

Agricorp. Once again, it will be a 

very busy summer. 

In closing, make sure you are 

planting canola when conditions are 

right. If you want to maximize your 

return, you need to manage this crop, 

as you would anything else. Work 

with your seed supplier and 

agronomists for the right planting, 

fertilizing and crop management 

information. Contact them if there are 

seasonal issues with pests or diseases. 

They are normally the first ones to 

know about it and how to control it. 

I would like to thank everyone who is 

planting canola in 2010. For those 

who are not, please reconsider and 

take a look at the crop; we still have 

plenty of time to get it in the ground 

yet. 
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2010 CANOLA CROP TOUR  
THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2010 �± Shawn Schill, Shawridge Farms near Arthur 


