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As the New Year approaches we often 

use this time of year as a time of 

reflection, when you actually sit back and 

take a good look at how the past year 

worked for you and your operation.  

There is no question, 2009 was a difficult 

year, but now it is time to begin plans for 

a new cropping year in 2010. Ontario 

producers have always been able to face 

challenges head on and show the 

dedication and determination needed to 

become successful. 

This certainly holds true for the Ontario 

canola industry, with Ontario average 

farm yields on a steady increase for the 

past four seasons.  This yield growth 

shows me and the other board members 

that the Ontario Canola Growers 

Association has been heading in the right 

direction in our efforts to provide 

producers with the information that 

they need to be 

successful. 

T he re 

is no question 

that canola is not the crop 

for everyone, but as farming has 

become more complex and the role of 

good rotation even more important, for 

some producers canola has become a key 

player in that rotation.  As acreages grow, 

the need for a good rotation plan will be a 

fundamental element to going forward. 

The Ontario Canola Growers Association 

has worked hard to ensure that the 

management tools you need are designed 

to maximize your canola yield. 

In 2009, we wrapped up another year of 

Best Management Trials, which provides 

us with valuable information from all 

over the province and really tells the story 

of how the crop is performing under 

different management practices.  We have 

also been in discussions with Agricorp on 

options for a canola quality assurance 

program. 

We have numerous research project plans 

for 2010 and going into the future, as well 

as a commitment to finalize the best 

option for a canola growerôs quality 

assurance program. 

As you gear up for another season, 

please look at the whole 

picture of 

your farming 

operat ion ï rotat ion, 

spreading the work load and marketing 

options. Check out the Cost of Production 

Crop Comparison chart in this issue. 

Canola can be as profitable as several 

other Ontario crops and it has additional 

qualities that make it a great fit in so 

many ways. 

I would like to thank everyone who 

planted canola in 2009 and to everyone 

who is growing in 2010. Hereôs to a great 

and prosperous year. 

Jeff Kobe, President, 

Ontario Canola Growers Association 
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District 1 Election  

Canola growers from the District 1 
Counties of Bruce, Huron and 
Perth are invited top elect their 

representative  
Committeemen and Directors  

Monday, January 11, 2010,  
Elmwood Community Centre, 

at 3:45 pm following Grey Bruce 
Farmers Week Crops Day 

 ANNUAL MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2010, details on page 3 



Denise Maurice joined the Canola 

Council of Canada in July 2009, as 

vice-president of Crop Production. 

She will manage the agronomy team 

crop production industry issues. 

With over 30 years experience in the 

agriculture industry, Denise is well 

respected for her solid agronomic 

expertise, her ability to create 

production resources that work in the 

field and her dynamic presentations. 

The first topic Denise will address is 

the major thrust that Canadaôs canola 

industry will put into accessing and 

diversifying markets as well as 

solidifying international markets for 

canola. Recent issues for canola 

exports into both China and the US 

are examples of the importance of 

programs that create awareness 

around trade barriers and how we can 

best manage them. 

Deniseôs second topic will be the new 

23 million dollar science cluster that 

has been awarded to canola. As the 

project is national in scope, Ontario 

and eastern Canada will play a role 

particularly in areas of crop nutrition, 

crop establishment and new 

communication modes. 

Denise Maurice, 

VP of Crop Production, 

Canola Council of 
Canada 

What is Canolaôs True Value in 

Your Farm Operation?  

A well-known and respected face in 

Ontario Agriculture, Archie Wilson 

is the General Manager of C&M 

Seeds and Palmerston Grain. He is 

also actively involved in the 

Canadian Seed Trade Association. 

Archie gave an excellent present-

ation on this topic to an agronomy 

team a few years back. The basics 

remain the same and the message is 

one we want to share. 

How does canola increase the return 

of other crops? What is canolaôs 

benefit to wheat in the rotation? 

How does canola increase winter 

wheat yield and quality?  

Archie will address canolaôs benefits 

to your farm operation for: 

return per acre, 

manure management, 

spreading the workload, 

spreading production and 

marketing risk, 

breaking disease cycles, 

opportunity to rotate herbicides, 

benefits to soil structure. 

Archie Wilson, 
General Manager, 

C&M Seeds and 
Palmerston Grains 

Peter Johnson, 

Cereals Specialist, 

OMAFRA 

Does reduced tillage canola work?  

Todayôs high yielding crops pose 

new challenges to manage heavy 

residue. Can these residues be 

managed for the tiny canola seed? 

Can no till work for canola? What 

type of soil and rotation practices 

make no till canola successful? Are 

there other minimal tillage options 

you should consider? 

Peter Johnson, OMAFRA cereals 

specialist, and a panel of 

experienced growers will address 

this topic. 

Hear about the challenges, disasters, 

triumphs and opinions on managing 

crop residues and minimal tillage 

options for canola.  

Gain from this expertise to avoid 

the possible pitfalls and maximize 

your canola yields with minimal 

inputs.   

The tips and tricks discussed will be 

a valuable asset as you ramp up 

your canola management skills and 

knowledge.  Bring your questions 

and comments to stump these 

ñexperts.ò 
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