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As the holiday season 

comes and goes, so do 

the memories of another 

growing season pass us 

by. The year of 2010 

may be one for the 

record books, and one 

that will not soon be 

forgotten.  Not every 

producer was gifted 

with outstanding yields, 

but for most Ontario 

producers 2010 may 

become the bench mark 

year that others are 

compared to. 

From the early spring to the timely rains and decent 

harvest weather and in combination with strong market 

prices canola producers were able to capture some long 

needed rewards from the market place. 

We at the Ontario Canola Growers have shared in our 

producersô success, we have seen the Ontario average 

yield increase for the fourth consecutive season, including 

an increase in canola acreage to well over 50,000 acres. It 

has been a long time since we have seen numbers like that. 

This tells me that canola production in Ontario is on a 

healthy track.  Restoring grower confidence has been a 

major focus for the OCGA in recent years. Providing 

growers with the tools to help improve canola production, 

whether itôs information that has flowed via our valuable 

agronomists, presentations at grower meetings, or e-mail 

alerts the pipeline of information has started to flow to 

producers, and OCGA is pleased to see improved canola 

management techniques reflecting increased yields. 

The OCGA continues its work to better the industry by  

taking a proactive approach as we listen to our producersô 

concerns, try to understand the issues and take steps to 

make changes before an issue becomes a major problem 

for the industry.  As well, research continues to be a major 

part of our board focus.  In 2010 we completed another 

Best Management Trial, seeing some very interesting 

results coming from that.  As well weôve completed our 

first year of a nitrogen/sulphur trial, trying to establish 

how much is needed and how they work together. This 

year was also the second year of our Brown Seed and 

Canola Heat Stress study in partnership with the Canadian 

Grains Commission. 

In September, OCGA hosted a Canola Tillage Day on the 

farm of Brian Wiley near Meaford. The purpose was to 

demonstrate how different tillage tools handle heavy 

canola trash before winter wheat planting. The day was 

well attended with a lot of producer interaction and 

equipment suppliers doing the tillage and planting 

demonstrations.  It was a great day and itôll be very 

interesting to see crop this spring as well as the results 

when they come in this fall. 

I would personally like to thank all the canola producers in 

the province. Some of you have been growing canola for 

years, and others for the first time. Whoever you are or 

wherever you are there would not be an industry without 

your support and it has been great to have been part of the 

growth of the canola industry in Ontario. 

This will be my last Presidentôs address, as I will be 

stepping down as OCGAôs President at the annual meeting 

in January.  It has been an honor to serve you as President 

for the past three years and an experience I will never 

forget.  

Jeff Kobe, President, 
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Rigas Karamonas received his BSA 

from the Aristotelian University in 

Thessaloniki, Greece, and his M.Sc. 

(1975) and PhD (1979) in Soil 

Chemistry and Fertility from the 

University of Saskatchewan.  

Following his education, Dr. 

Karamonas  taught at the University 

of Saskatchewan and McGill 

University for ten years. 

Rigas has served as the Senior 

Research Agronomist with Esso 

Chemical Canada, Director of the 

Saskatchewan Soil Testing 

Laboratory and Manager of 

Agronomy with Westco. Currently, 

Rigas works with Viterra as their 

Agronomy Manager. 

With an impressive breadth of prod-

uction knowledge, Rigas will speak 

on several aspects of fertilizer 

application and the canola crop 

including the intriguing relationship 

between nitrogen and sulphur, split 

nitrogen applications, Greenseeker 

variable rate and mapping applica-

tion systems, starter fertilizers such 

as MAP and MES Z as well as  

ESN. He will also speak on new 

market crop inputs and how to 

choose those that have proven their 

worth in trials. 

Dr. Rigas Karamonas 

Agronomy Manager 

Viterra 

2010 

Canola 

Challenge 

Winnerôs Panel  

John DePutter 

President 

DePutter Publishing 
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2010 was a banner year for canola 
in Ontario and our Canola Challenge 
Winners extended the ultimate 
yields even further. Each of the 
winners will share their crop 
management practices at the 2011 
OCGA Annual Meeting. 

Brian Wiley ï 4350 lbs/ac 

John began his work in agricultural 

markets while at university and 

working part-time for CKNX. 

Buoyed by the commodity boom of 

the early ó70s, farmers craved to 

discover more about hedging, 

forward contracting, basis contracting 

and other marketing tools. He became 

enthralled with this and took a course 

on commodity marketing at 

Ridgetown College, read books, 

attended seminars in the U.S., 

interviewed experts across North 

America and charted the markets.  

In 1981, John established DePutter 

Publishing Ltd. and the AG-ALERT 

service to provide Ontario farmers 

with market information and analysis. 

He taught courses for several colleges 

and became a sought-after speaker 

and freelance writer. Since then he 

has had the remarkable experience of 

speaking in almost every province in 

Canada and dealing with farmers 

from coast to coast. 

In Johnôs wordsé.ñwe have 

managed to impart what we feel has 

been useful market knowledge, 

theories and strategies ï and we aim 

to continue doing so in the future.ò 
Jonathon Sammons ï 3439 lbs/ac 

Harry Biermans ï 3685 lbs/ac 



Ontario Canola Growers Association  

Annual General Meeting  
Thursday, January 27, 2011  

Nottawasaga Inn, Alliston  

Thank you to our Sponsors...  
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AGENDA 
9:00 Registration 

9:30  
Welcome, Approval of Agenda,  2009 Meeting Minutes, Auditorôs 
Report, New Business and Presidentôs Report 

10:00  
Canola 2011 Market Outlook and Global Trends  
John DePutter, President, DePutter Publishing Ltd. 

11:00 
Non-Conventional Crop Inputs ï Which Ones Work?  
Dr. Rigas Karamonas, Agronomy Manager, Viterra 

11:30 
Canola Challenge 2010 Winnerôs Panel 
Brian Wiley, Harry Biermans, and Jonathon Sammons 

Noon Lunch and Tradeshow 

1:30 
Tillage Day ï What Did We Learn and What Can We 
Expect To See This Spring?  
Brian Hall, Canola Specialist, OMAFRA 

1:45 
Foliar Boronôs Remedial Effect  on Heat Stressed Canola 
Dr. Hugh Earl, University of Guelph 

2:00 
Fertilizer Basics ï Nitrogen/Sulphur Needs, Split 
Applications, Variable Rates, ESN, Starter Fertilizers  
Dr. Rigas Karamonas, Agronomy Manager, Viterra 

3:00   Closing Remarks 

Registration at the door ï $20 ï 
includes hot lunch buffet  



Canola Market Update ï Canola Futures and Global Trends  
John DePutter, President, DePutter Publishing Ltd  
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Canola futures and cash prices are trading at their 

highest levels since 2008 when futures were on the 

way down from the great heights of the 2008 boom. 

Letôs review the factors likely to govern the marketôs 

direction looking forward.  

Factors here at home ï  On December 3, 2010 Statistics 

Canada sharply raised its estimate of Canadaôs canola 

crop. The government pegged the crop at 11.87 million 

tonnes, way up from the October forecast of 10.4 million 

and down only slightly from 12.4 million the previous 

year. This was somewhat surprising, considering that 

excessive rain and flooding kept several million acres of 

land in Saskatchewan from getting seeded. Record yields 

in much of Alberta (excluding the Peace River District 

where drought clipped yields) helped offset the impact of 

the smaller acreage. 

With the carryover from 2009/10 added in, we get a 

picture showing the third biggest supply ever, after the 

previous two years. 

Canadian crushers are chewing through this big supply 

like never before. More crushers than ever are taking in 

canola seed in Canada these days and their lines are 

running hot. The Canadian Oilseed Crushers Association 

(COPA) recently reported the crush for this marketing-

year up to Dec. 15 was up 55% from last year at this time. 

Exports of canola seed are moving nicely at the same 

quick pace as last year. At this rate, the big supply will be 

pretty much used up by the end of the marketing year, 

with just a moderate level of ending stocks.  

Bottom line: A healthy marketplace in Canada.  

The world picture ï The total global supply of canola and 

related oilseeds will barely meet a rising usage curve. 

Canola prices are highly correlated with soybean prices. 

And soy futures are trending up. China has been shopping 

at the US store all year, and although that countryôs buyers 

have been absent lately, theyôve already cleared the 

shelves of a big portion of the US supply. The USDA 

recently projected 2010/11 US ending stocks at 164 

million bushels, down from the October forecast of 184 

million and only slightly above last yearôs 151 million.  

Brazil and Argentina are on track to produce slightly fewer 

soybeans than a year ago even if weather is good from 

here on. If any serious problems develop, shoving 

production sharply below a year ago, then world buyers 

will have to turn to the thinning supply at the US store. 

With a La Nina weather phenomenon in play, which 

usually brings sub-normal rain to southern Brazil and 

Argentina, traders are nervous.  

Meanwhile, world rapeseed/canola production will fall to 

a three-year low of 57.8 million tonnes in the marketing 

year that ends June 30, according to the Oil World 

company. And prices for other vegetable oils, from 

sunflower oil to palm oil, are trending up.  

All in all , an impressive line-up of global factors.  

More to the market than supply and demand ï  The 

canola market ï like other markets ï is not just all about 

supply and demand. Itôs about the flow of money and hard

-to-quantify world economic factors.  

And in this regard, there are serious risks. 2010 has seen a 

massive inflow of speculative capital of all kinds into 

commodity markets. Spec funds are loaded up long, big-

time. Any time these big-money players start pulling their 


