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ñCanola has been a huge part  

of our crop rotation as it is well adapted  

to the rigors of the cool northern climate,  

and has proven to be profitable on our farm.  

Weôve been growing 3,000 pounds per acre 

plus the last few years.ò 

Dave Schill,  

Host of  the 2009 OCGA Canola Crop Tour  

Travel and Accommodation Arrangements  

Travel ï For the drive up to Earlton, OCGA has booked 

vans sponsored by UAP. Please phone 519-763-1200 to 

reserve a seat. Phone early to secure your spot. 

AccommodationðA block of rooms has been reserved at 

the Motel D in Earlton. Cost is $85 and includes 2 beds 

and continental breakfast. Phone 705-563-2999 to book. 

Be sure to mention your connection with OCGA. 

4 Starts at noon with lunch, followed  by 

the Canola Crop Tour. 

4 Focus on canola growing systems, analysis 

and value comparison of each system.  

4 Showcasing Invigor, DEKALB and Pioneer 

varieties.  

4 Speakers and demos in the afternoon. 

4 5 pm barbeque dinner, then buses load for 

a local Soil & Crop tour. 

4 Demo of canola BMP project, planting 

speed trial, nitrogen sources trial, and the 

new Bayer InVigor Strip Trial.  

4 Day concludes about 9:30 pm. 

Ontario Canola Growers Association    519-763-1200   www.ontariocanolagrowers.ca 

100 Stone Road W. Guelph, ON, N0C 1H0        Email:info@ontariocanolagrowers.ca 

                      Ontarioôs 

Timiskaming area is an important part 

of Ontarioôs canola industry ï producing 

approximately 50% of Ontarioôs total canola acres. 

 This is a tour that you will not want to miss. 

At this time of  year it will be especially spectacular to see  

the Canadian shield open to a horizon 

filled with fields and fields of yellow canola flowers.  

 Canola Crop Tour 

Thursday July 23, 2009, Earlton, Timiskaming area 

Ontario 

Canola Growers 

Association 

June 2009 

Newsletter 

Directions ï Follow Highway 11 north from Earlton to 

second farm on right side ï Fire # 332325. Watch for signs. 



Using canola storage to buffer low 

harvest prices has historically been 

entirely underutilized by Ontario ca-

nola growers.  In the past Can Amera 

only crushed canola at harvest and 

many of the small grain elevators 

needed to recycle their silo space to 

handle later harvested crops, so On-

tario farmers developed a culture of 

not storing canola. 

The crushing industry has changed 

faster than the storage mentality 

has.  Both Bunge and ADM crush  

and process canola all year.   And the 

new plant in Trois Rivieres, Quebec is 

due to open this winter wants canola 

throughout the year.  Not only is there 

a good 12 month market in Ontario, 

but if growers have any intention of 

reaching the Trois Rivieres market, 

they will need to begin to think of 

storing canola. 

Traditionally, Ontario farmers who 

did not like the price of canola at har-

vest sold their canola seed on basis 

contracts. The problem with this strat-

egy is that canola futures tend to have 

carry in them (meaning that the fur-

ther out futures months are at higher 

price levels). The spreads on rolling 

canola basis contracts tend to cost 

more than simply paying stor-

age.  Producers who donôt want to 

accept the flat price values of canola 

at harvest should consider storage as 

one of their marketing options. 

Farm storing canola is not without a 

certain degree of risk.  If the seed is 

not dry when it goes into the bin there 

can be significant heating and heat 

related damage to the grain qual-

ity.  While there is no reason not to 

store canola in farm bins, it does re-

quire more care than storing cereal 

products like oats or wheat. For grow-

ers who donôt have the risk tolerance 

or the bins required to store canola at 

home, several of the grain elevator 

companies will store canola on the 

growerôs behalf and give the grower a 

storage receipt.  This option comes at 

a cost, but it completely eliminates the 

farmerôs risk of product deterioration 

in storage. 

Should Canola Storage Be Part of Your Marketing Plan? 
by  Steve Kell, Parrish & Heimbecker 

Producers who donôt 

want to accept the 

flat price values of 

canola at harvest 

should consider 

storage as one of 

their marketing 

options. 
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Actual Example of an Ontario Canola Farmerôs Experience: 

In September 2008, Farmer ñAò had a load of canola to market. Canola prices had fallen dramatically, so 
Farmer ñAò decided to place: 

50% of canola on a rolling basis contract delivered to the crusher 

50% of canola in storage at the elevator 

Canola placed on rolling basis contract ï Canola was sold on a rolling basis contract at -$35 under the 
November futures prices delivered to the crusher. The basis contract rolled at the end of October to -$42 
under January futures prices, then rolled again at end December to -$55 under the March futures prices. At 
the end of February it rolled to -$55 under the May prices. The basis contract was ultimately flat priced on 
April 17/09 with the May futures at $440 and the farmer received a final payment at $385/tonne. 

Canola placed in storage ï  Canola was priced out on the same date, April 17/09.   
The basis at this time was $0.00 delivered to the crusher and cash price was $440/tonne. Storage cost was 
$15.58 per tonne. The net payment price was $424.42 /tonne. 
 

Price difference between rolling a basis contract and paying for commercial storage:  

$39.42 per tonne.  



Scout Your Canola Fields 
by Brian Hall, Canola Specialist, OMAFRA 

 Diamond Back Moth  
Cabbage Seedpod 

Weevil  

Tarnished  

Plant bug  
Alternaria  

 

2-3 inch long, pale yellowish 
green larvae that wiggle 
backwards when disturbed or 
drop from leaves on silken 
threads. 

Adult beetle is grey, 3-4 mm long 
with grey snout. 

Larvae are white grubs that feed on 
developing seeds. 

Yellowish to reddish 
brown, 5 mm long with 
small triangle on back. 

Leaves develop grey spots. 
Pods show sunken, brown 
to black lesions. 

 
Leaf, stem, and pod stripping 
by larvae. 

Larvae eat developing seeds. 

Pods are susceptible to disease 
caused by exit holes. 

Seed quality may be reduced by 
increased brown seed (heat 
damaged). 

During flowering, causes 
flowers to abort. 

Greatest damage at pod 
stage, causes shriveled 
seeds. 

Premature ripening of pods 
causing increased 
shattering. 

Wet weather during late pod 
fill posses greatest risk. 

 

Check fields from flowering to 
pod fill for larvae feeding on 
leaves and pods. 

In later planted fields watch 
for feeding on developing 
buds. 

Scout during flowering.  Early 
flowering canola is at the greatest 
risk. 

Adult weevils are found on flowers 
and within flower bud clusters. Scout 
on sunny, warm days when weevils 
are more active. 

Finches are attracted to fields with 
adult weevils. 

Scout from flowering to 
until seeds within pods 
become firm. 

Monitor fields during 
flowering ï pod fill. Wet cool 
conditions favour infection. 

 
2- 3 larvae per plant at 
podding stage. 

Control weevil adults before egg 
laying begins. Threshold of 2 to 4 
weevil adults per sweep during 
flowering. 

2 bugs per sweep after 
flowering, but before pod 
maturity. 

Fungicide application at 
95% bloom can provide 
economical control. 
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Watch for these canola pest and disease issues this growing season.  
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Join our email alert service for advice throughout  the growing season.  

Receive timely tips on issues that could affect your canola crop yield ð 

call 519 -763-1200 or email info@ontariocanolagrowers.ca.  



Tools to Help 
in Your Crop Management Strategy 

There are several excellent online tools, 

to help in weed identification, herbicide choices 

and canola crop management. 

An analysis of your harvested canola 

seed samples is an important tool in 

your crop management toolbox. 

And because the Canadian Grain 

Commission is interested in collecting 

a representative harvest survey of 

Ontario canola seed samples, they  

offer a grading and analysis service 

with a report at no charge. 

Your canola samples analysis will  

contribute towards Ontarioôs annual 

harvest survey. This survey provides 

valuable information that can be used 

to evaluate the Ontario crop and 

grading methods as well as provide  

historical comparisons useful for 

future research. 

If you are interested in participating, 

phone 519-763-1200 or email us at  

info@ontariocanolagrowers.ca.We 

will mail you a sample box, which 

you then fill with your harvest sample 

and mail to CGC.  

We will also have harvest sample 

boxes available at the Canola Crop 

Tour in New Liskeard on July 23rd. 

Free grading and 

analysis of your 
harvested canola  

seed samples 
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Controlling weeds is a constant battle for farm managers. 
Ontarioweeds.com is a powerful search tool that helps producers 
identify and manage yield robbing weeds. 

Simply type in the name of a weed (common names, botanical name, or 
Bayer code) to access information for that specific weed, or if you donôt 
know the name of the weed that you need information on, simply search 
using descriptive terms such as "yellow flower", or "thistle." 

The information for that specific weed is displayed, including reference 
illustrations, photographs and control options. 

www.www.ontarioweeds.com  

WeedPro 75 is a crop management tool that provides you with online 
advice for herbicide treatments with a focus on both profitability and 
environmental stewardship. 

This website tool uses a four part process, where producers input their 
crop, field and weed information and then the online tool provides 
recommendations based on your priorities. Enter specifics about your 
crop and weed issues and receive suggested herbicide treatments. 

www.weedpro75.com  

www.canola -council.org  

Often referred to as ñthe bible of 
canola,ò the Canola Growers 
Manual provides extensive 

information on all aspects of 
canola production. The Canola 
Council of Canada also offers 
many fact sheets on all canola 
growing topics. Although the 

information was developed for 
western farmers, most is 

applicable to Ontario growing 
conditions as well.  

www.ontariocanolagrowers.ca  

OCGA has an Ontario Canola 
Growers Manual available on our 
website. Or phone 519-763-1200 

to receive a copy. 

OCGA also offers an email alert 
system which alerts growers 

throughout the season as various  
pest or disease issues arise. To 
receive these alerts email us at 
info@ontariocanolagrowers.ca. 



Canola Predicted to be Strong Through 2009 
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Winnipeg, May 28, 2009 ï  

(Don Bousquet /Resource News 

International via COMTEX)  
At the beginning of the 2008-09 crop 

year, the record canola crop of 12.6 

million tonnes was expected to 

depress the market as ending stocks 

would likely be close to the 3 million 

tonne level.  

However, the market did not 

anticipate China's appetite for canola 

and North American demand for 

canola oil which resulted in record 

exports and record crushing in 

Canada. As a result 2008-09 canola 

ending stocks will be a very 

reasonable 1.5 million tonnes. That 

accounted for prices rising to near the 

$11.00/bu level this past week. This 

will keep the old crop supported, 

although I am still looking for some 

weakening once the crop gets 

planted.  

For the new crop, production is likely 

to be 10.5-11.0 million tonnes as 

farmers plant more canola than they 

indicated to Statistics Canada in 

March. However, consumption will 

be strong for canola. The two new 

crushers in Yorkton will need almost 

1.75 million tonnes of canola to crush 

at full capacity. The crush in 2009-10 

is expected to climb to a record 5.5-

5.8 million tonnes.  

Exports will need to fall as we will 

not have enough canola to meet 

demand. Exports will likely drop to 

6.0-6.5 million tonnes. This will put 

2009-10 canola ending stocks below 

1 million tonnes and keep the market 

well supported in 2009-10 with cash 

prices around the $10.00/bu ($500/

tonne) level with peaks hitting as 

high as $12.00/bu.  

The spoiler for the canola market will 

be the Canadian dollar which looks 

like it wants to trade above the 

US$0.90 level with some thinking it 

could hit parity if the Americans 

don't find a way to curb their debt 

and support their currency. 

Regardless it will be a strong year for 

canola and any weather problems 

will send the markets sharply higher, 

likely into the teens for both 
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Winter canola growers frequently 

see areas of winter kill within a field, 

but many times it is impractical to 

reseed for a variety of reasons ï too 

far from home base, a challenge to 

take equipment for a few acres, or 

winterkill areas too spread out 

throughout the field. 

Crop insurance will cover these 

losses and pay a reseeding amount of 

$75 (minimum of 3 acres). However, 

if the grower chooses not to reseed, 

these acres will still be included and 

cause a drop in the farmerôs Average 

Farm Yield (AFY). 

OCGA wants you to be aware that 

Agricorp will allow a grower to 

destroy those acres by cultivation 

or other suitable means (even if 

they were barren to start with) 

and not have those acres included 

in their AFY. If a grower chooses 

this option, he wonôt receive any 

compensation from Agricorp 

(either reseeding benefits or return 

of premiums paid) but those acres 

will not be used in calculating 

AFY. 

As with all claims, a grower must 

notify Agricorp prior to destroying 

any areas to allow adjusters to verify 

claims. 

Winter Canola 

Crop Insurance Issue 
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Foliar Feeding to Correct Sulphur or Boron Deficiencies 
by Brian Hall, Canola Specialist, OMAFRA 

Foliar feeding can be an effective 

method for correcting a deficiency 

and overcoming the inability of the 

soil to supply the nutrients that a ca-

nola crop requires. Foliar applica-

tions can be successful when a defi-

ciency is diagnosed through tissue 

and or soil samples and when caught 

early.  

Sulphur ï Recent reductions in the 

amount of sulphur received through 

acid rain, have raised concerns on the 

need to supplement with crops with 

fertilizer sulphur. Sulphur deficien-

cies early in the season are more evi-

dent under cool weather conditions 

when the release of sulphur from or-

ganic matter is delayed and root 

growth is limited.  

Deficiency Symptoms:  Sulphur defi-

ciencies are often patchy in a field, 

because of variable supply of S from 

the soil. Deficiencies are more likely 

to occur on low organic matter soils, 

higher landscapes (hilltops and 

slopes), and coarse textured soils 

where sulphur is subject to leaching. 

Deficiency symptoms often do not 

get noticed until the bud to flowering 

stage when sulfur demand is the 

greatest. Because sulfur is not mobile 

within the plant, the symptoms begin 

with yellowing between veins, and 

cupping of the younger leaves. Under 

severe deficiency, leaves are smaller 

than normal and cupped, with a dis-

tinctive purplish-red colour to back 

of leaves especially at the edges and 

on the bracts. Pods and stems may 

also show similar purpling. Flowers 

will be smaller, pale yellow and may 

abort, resulting in poorly developed 

pods. 

Testing and Correcting:  Collect soil 

and tissue samples from both af-

fected and healthy areas to help con-

firm a deficiency. We donôt know 

what an adequate soil level of sul-

phur should be but a soil test for or-

ganic matter and pH can help in iden-

tifying the problem. Tissue tests usu-

ally suggest sampling the first fully 

mature leaf of canola, collecting 

about 50 leaves (fill a small brown 

lunch bag ½ to 3/4  full). Early in the 

season up to stage of stem elonga-

tion, a top-dress application of 15 -25 

kg/ha S as ammonium sulfate or am-

monium thiosulphate can be applied 

with near full yield recovery. The 

risk of leaf burn with liquids will be 

reduced if applied after the 5th leaf 

stage when leaves develop a waxier 

surface. A top-dress application will 

require rainfall to move the sulfate 

into the root zone. Moderate yield 

recovery can be achieved with foliar 

application as late as early flowering. 

Boron ï Deficiencies of boron in 

canola have not been confirmed in 

Ontario, but limited trials with foliar 

boron have indicated a possible yield 

response to boron. In alfalfa, boron 

deficiencies have occurred on sands 

ïsandy loam soils with pH 7.2 and 

higher (or very low pH), in particular 

the area from Niagara Escarpment 

east to Frontenac County. 

Deficiency symptoms: One of the 

problems with micronutrient defi-

ciency such as boron is that symp-

toms can be similar to those from 

other stresses such as disease, poor 

root development, and dry weather. 

Tissue tests of the youngest, fully 

open leaf can help in diagnosing, but 

soil tests for boron are not a reliable 

indicator. 

Boron deficiency is more likely to 

occur with: 

dry weather, 

low organic matter soils, 

soil pH extremes, 

eroded soils or exposed subsoils. 

Boron does not readily move from 

older to younger leaves, so older 

leaves often remain healthy. Leaves 

may show dark brown irregular tears, 

yellowing chlorosis of younger 

leaves, and blank or partially filled 

pods. Even after you identify a defi-

ciency, it is difficult to predict when 

a yield response to boron will occur. 

Foliar applications of boron should 

be applied at early flowering and not 

exceed 0.3 lb/ac of actual boron, be-

cause over applications can become 

toxic to the plant and reduce yields 

by as much as 15%. 
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Preharvest Herbicides to Improve Canola Harvest Management 
by Brian Hall, Canola Specialist, OMAFRA 

Green stalks, perennial weeds, and 

uneven ripening can all be a problem 

at harvest. Delays in harvest can 

result in significant pod shelling, 

reducing yields. Late season rains 

following a dry period can often 

result in a canola stalks staying green 

which delays direct harvest. Timely 

defoliation and harvest reduces risk 

of loss in yield and quality from 

weather and allows canola to be 

harvested at the correct moisture.   

Why Pre-harvest? 

Faster combining due to dry 

down of canola and weeds 

Perennial weed control ï 

Canada thistle, Perennial Sow 

Thistle, quackgrass, etc. 

ñEvening outò crop dry down 

Facilitates harvest timing 

Protects crop quality 

 If you are direct harvesting, a 

preharvest can achieve many of the 

same things as swathing. 

Which Product? 

It is important to keep in mind what 

it is that you are trying to achieve, in 

selecting the correct product.  

Reglone  is a true desiccant that 

works by disrupting plant cells 

leading to rapid dry down of plants 

and weeds. Reglone acts like a 

designer frost. This product has 

ñcontactò activity that requires good 

plant coverage to adequately 

desiccate all plant parts including the 

plant stems. Glyphosate is 

advantageous where perennial weeds 

are an issue. It is slower acting than 

Reglone, killing plants by 

translocation to root system. Assess 

each field on its own in selecting the 

correct product. For example, if the 

crop would be ready to harvest 

within 7 days and a quick burnoff is 

required for annual weeds, selecting 

a desiccant like Reglone would be 

the best option.   

Harvest Timingï When to Apply? 

The most important thing to keep in 

mind is the crop must be 

physiologically mature before a 

harvest-aid product is applied.  

Products wonôt directly speed up the 

maturity of plants, or lower seed 

moisture content. They do shorten 

the time between crop maturity and 

harvest, lowering the risk of weather 

damage. Do not stage the crop 

according to leaf, stem or pod colour 

change, stage according to seed 

colour change.  Very early 

application to canola can result in 

reduced yield, poor seed quality from 

reduced seed size and seed 

discolouration.  Harvest-aids can 

help in timing harvest, but be careful 

not to apply too far ahead or pod 

shatter can be a problem. I cannot 

overstress the importance of 

applying the registered rate of 

product, observing the correct  

timing, and using the correct water 

volume to reduce the risk of product 

failure and to ensure harvest of a 

high quality and safe product. 

Glyphosate Usage 

Glyphosate should be used if 

perennial weeds are a problem. Best 

weed control is achieved if weeds are 

actively growing and in bud to 

flowering stage. Uptake may be 

reduced or slowed under drought 

conditions when plants are less 

active, or when canola is past 

optimum maturity stage. Dry down 

of plants will be quicker when 

temperatures are warmer. Cool, 

cloudy weather will slow dry down. 

This can give the appearance that 

weeds are not adequately controlled.   

References: 

1. Guide to Weed Control 2008-2009, 

Publication 75, OMAFRA 

2. Reglone Herbicide ï Syngenta Crop 

Protection www.farmassist.ca/prod   

3. Preharvest Staging Guide. 

Monsanto. www.monsanto.ca 

    True Desiccant  

 Glyphosate  Reglone  

Harvest Timing 
10-21 (7 day minimum) days 
following application (typical) 

5-7 days 

Mode of Action /
Benefits 

Translocation 

Control of perennial weeds 

ï Canada thistle, Perennial 
sow ïthistle, etc 

Do not use on canola 

intended for seed 

Contact ï activated by sunlight 

Fast acting- ñDesigner frostò 

Target application within 7-14 

days of harvest 

Plants are more susceptible to 

breakdown  and pod shatter if 
harvest is delayed 

Application Notes 

Apply when 60-70% of 

seeds have changed from 
green to light tan ï brown.  
At this stage seed moisture 
is 30% 

If application is made too 

early,  seed residues 
may occur & quality of 
seed and yield is 
reduced  

Apply in evening or on cloudy 

days to allow time for product 
to spread over surface of leaf  
& stems before sunlight 
activates the product 

Consider using higher rate with 

dense crop canopy, high weed 
pressure, 

Water volume and rate are key 

to coverage and efficacy 

Rainfast 6 hours 15 minutes 
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http://www.monsanto.ca/


THE 2009 ONTARIO CANOLA CHALLENGE  
The Ontario Canola Growers Association challenges the provinceôs top growers 

and agronomists to break the yield barriers and show what can be accomplished.  

1st prize ï$1,000 cash  & winners jacket  

2nd prize ï $500 cash  

 How Do You Enter & What are the Rules?  
1. Complete ñIntent to Participateò (below) and fax to 519-986-3811 by July 23, 2009. 

2. Work with a supporting agronomist. 

3. Plant a minimum 10 acre canola plot. 

4. Keep a record of your crop management techniques. 

5. Record your yield from 1 acre of your field ï must be recorded by weigh wagon and verified by 
your supporting agronomist. 

6. Record your crop management information and yield information, have your supporting 
agronomist sign, and fax to OCGA by October 1, 2009. 

7. Entry must be for an individual grower. 

INTENT TO PARTICIPATE  
2009 CANOLA CHALLENGE 

Fax to 519-986-3811 or email to info@ontariocanolagrowers.ca by July 23, 2009 

Growerôs Name__________________________________________ Growerôs Phone _________________ 

 

Growerôs Email Address __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Agronomist ________________________ Agromonistôs Company  _______________________ 

 

Growerôs Signature _________________________________________   Date _______________________ 

Phone: 519-763-1200     Fax:  519-986-3811  
Ontario Canola Growers Association, 100 Stone Rd W, Ste. 201, Guelph, ON, N1G 5L3 

Can YOU pull off Ontarioôs top canola yield? 

SPONSORS: 


